


 

 

2014 Narrative Budget 

The mission of Faith Presbyterian Church is to Follow the Path of Christ 

. . . into discipleship . . . into Christian community . . . and into the future. 

Each committee and ministry at Faith 

seeks to fulfill this mission in unique 

ways.  It is amazing how many different 

and varying programs and activities hap-

pen at Faith at any given time. From our 

infant nursery all the way through senior 

adults, there really is something for eve-

ryone at Faith.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says, “Now there are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 

there are varieties of services, but the 

same Lord; and there are varieties of ac-

tivities, but it is the same God who acti-

vates all of them in everyone.”  

It is our hope that the stories on the following pages will provide a glimpse of 

this diverse group of people with diverse gifts and talents, all working for the 

same God, doing their best to Follow the Path of Christ together. Faith matters!  

                                                                                           -- Tom Borland, Pastor 

 A Word from the Pastor 
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 A Word from the Pastor 

Last fall, the Adults & Families Committee sponsored Dave Ramsey’s Financial 

Peace University (FPU) on Wednesday nights. Our class had a dozen members, 

evenly split between Faith members and non-members. Some of our members 

were approaching retirement age, and a few were just starting their adult lives -- 

one couple got married during the course of the class, and another couple got 

engaged shortly after the class ended. It was gratifying to see the positive impact 

of this course on a diverse mix of people at all life stages. The committee plans to 

offer FPU again in the Fall of 2014. 

 

"We think it is very important to begin a marriage on 

the same financial page. That's why we chose to do 

FPU before we even got married. Now we sit down 

every Sunday evening to discuss our upcoming bills 

and budget. Communication is key in a marriage, es-

pecially regarding finances."   

-- Jacob Taylor and Julia Shierling Taylor, who took 

FPU last fall and married in June. 

Adults & Families 

D 

ream Goal: The Adults & Families Committee dreams of improving the fur-

niture and fixtures of our adult classrooms, particularly Room 210, in order 

to make these rooms more comfortable and functional. We believe that a more 

adult-oriented learning space will foster better discussion and more interaction 

than the current setup. 

From Sunday School classes to senior lunches to Wednesday 

night programming, the Adults & Families Committee helps keep 

members and  visitors engaged in the life of the church outside of 

the Sunday worship hour. 

$6,778 
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The Buildings & Grounds Committee replaced the ceilings in the nursery rooms 

in June of this year at a cost of approximately $5,000. The cost incluced upgrad-

ing the lighting. The ceilings in those 

rooms were more than 50 years old and 

were beginning to crumble. The com-

mittee felt that this was an urgent situa-

tion impacting the safety of the chil-

dren. In order to reduce the cost of the 

replacement,  committee members did 

the demolition work necessary to re-

move and dispose of the old ceiling.  

In addition to the ceiling replace-

ment in the nursery, the committee 

is planning to repair the ceiling in 

the sanctuary where some plaster 

has fallen over the organ pipes. This 

will be done at a cost of almost 

$35,000 and is felt to be necessary 

to preserve our organ, which would 

cost close to a million dollars to re-

place. 

D 

ream Goal: The Buildings & Grounds Committee would like to upgrade 

the security system at the church and make various repairs and im-

provements throughout the property. 

$105,606 

Buildings & Grounds 
The Buildings & Grounds Committee is responsible for  keeping 

the buildings and grounds in good repair so that they are attractive 

to both the congregation and visitors and to be sure that we have 

safe, sound and sanitary buildings for meetings and fellowship.  
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Ross Andre is a normal 2-year-old, but when he walks into the Fellowship Hall on 

Wednesday nights, you might confuse him for a rock star! Older children like 

Paul Beckham and Aiden Van Iddekinge love to play with Ross and treat him like 

a little brother they adore. Much of this bond formed because these children are 

part of the 20 families that participate in the annual Faith Family Retreat that 

occurs in January. Through the fellowship and formation activities during the 

weekend trip to Dogwood Acres, the older children have gotten to know young-

er children like Ross and are realizing that they can befriend and help care for 

these younger ones. Ross’ mom, Lee, shared,  

“I’m so impressed with the way these boys give 

him attention. I look at them and see the future 

of our church.”  

This bond is a beautiful reminder of the commit-

ment children make during baptisms to be a 

friend to the child. Activities funded by the Chil-

dren & Families budget make Faith a place 

where children are loved, belong, and are wel-

comed by their church family.  

 

D 

ream Goal: Ministries like Vacation Bible School, the summer lunch and 
learn for parents, and more were greatly enhanced by the presence of a 

summer intern this year. Additionally, our congregation is helping train the next 
generation of Christian Educators through this program. Children & Families 
dreams of having a permanent Christian Education Summer Intern built into the 
budget in the coming year. This would mean a $3,391 increase to the budget. 

$9,160 

Children & Families 
The Children & Families Committee exists to create and main-

tain programs that nurture and grow the children of our faith 

community. 
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and varying programs and activities 

happen at Faith at any given time. 

From our infant nursery all the way 

through senior adults, there really is 

something for everyone at Faith.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says, “Now there 

are varieties of gifts, but the same Spir-

it; and there are varieties of services, 

but the same Lord; and there are varie-

ties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone.”  

 

 Shelter Meal volunteer Skip Cook, a Faith deacon, recounts his personal experi-

ence:  

“He talks . . . but I don’t always hear. 

The third Friday of every month a small group gathers at the church to cook, de-

liver, and serve the luncheon meal for the folks at The Shelter. It was one of 

those bitterly cold winter days and I was serving the meal to homeless people 

seated at a dining table. In handing the plate to one man, my hand touched his, 

and it was like ice. I remarked, ‘Friend, your hand is like ice!’ He replied, ‘Mister, 

it’s cold out there today, but this hot meal is going to help me a lot.’ Had I been 

listening to the Lord that day, I would have realized that there was an opportuni-

ty to get that man a pair of 

warm gloves from the store 

next door, but because I 

wasn’t listening well, I 

missed the opportunity. Be-

cause of that experience 

with the homeless gentle-

man at The Shelter, the 

phrase, ‘Let us be ever mind-

ful of the needs of others’ 

has been in my mind since 

that day. That single incident has made Jesus’ words from the scriptures real to 

me: ‘As you do for the least of these, you do for me.’” 

D 

ream Goal: The deacons would like to expand and improve the Fel-

lowship Hall kitchen to better serve Faith members and the commu-

nity.  

The Deacons have responsibility for many outreach ministries, including 

Angel Tree, Blood Drive, Crop Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Jubilee, Meals 

on Wheels, Service of Remembrance, Fellowship Luncheons, Hospital Vis-

itation, Manna on Meridian, Martha Ministry, and numerous other com-

munity ministry liaison roles.  

Deacons  
$20,014 
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Evangelism 

The Evangelism Committee strives to use the Faith mission statement of Follow 

the Path of Christ to make others aware of worship and the various activities in 

the life of the church and to promote and encourage growth through new mem-

bership and participation in the life of the church by all existing members. 

Church members Madeline and Danny Hollon sum 

up the purpose of the Evangelism Committee nicely 

with the following testimony:  

"We are relatively new members at Faith. We have 

found that by participating in some of the many var-

ied activities offered, we have grown in faith and 

made many friends. The staff and volunteers are 

dedicated and enthusiastic in their service. Faith em-

braces a diverse membership and offers so many 

meaningful opportunities to engage with each other 

as 

well as with the community at 

large. We love being part of a 

church body whose mission is to 

’Follow the Path of Christ’ 

through personal growth and 

serving others.” 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Committee has the responsibility of sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ and to promote Faith Presbyterian and its mis-

sion in the local community.  

continued  

$5,759 
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Some specific duties of the Evangelism Committee include:  

 monitoring and supplying the visitor table in the narthex as well as follow up 
with visitors 

 providing transportation for our Westminster Oaks residents for worship on  
Sunday mornings 

 helping with new member orientation and providing new member dinners 

 ordering and distributing name tags and encouraging membership to purchase 
and wear name tags to all church functions 

 establishing and maintaining an effective marketing and advertising program 
for Faith 

 reevaluating the signage of our facilities to promote easy access to and under-
standing of church physical facilities  

 

 

 

 

 

D 

ream Goal: Our dream goal for the coming year is to explore ways to 

increase membership at Faith; create a more inviting welcome area 

for visitors; improve signage to make our buildings more user-friendly; and 

to explore the best modes of communication to attract people of all ages to 

Faith.  This would mean a budget increase of  $2,000. 
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The Management Committee highlights 

transportation for this narrative budget. 

Faith is blessed to have received a member 

contribution three years ago to fund the pur-

chase of our church bus, “Calvin.” But Calvin 

does not drive or maintain itself! Bob Dun-

lop, in the photo, has been a steadfast vol-

unteer to help with maintenance and driver training. In the past year alone, Bob 

has made trips with Calvin to the body shop, paint shop, tire store, and service 

garage, some on multiple occasions. Like much of the other work of our com-

mittee, Bob’s contributions are “under the radar,” but absolutely necessary for 

transport to Dogwood Acres, Montreat, Westminster Oaks, school pickup on 

Wednesdays, and sundry other Faith trips. Bob says he decided to help with the 

church vehicles over 20 years ago, when he purchased a van himself for family 

trips. 

“I thought I ought to do something for 

the church, if I was going to have such a 

vehicle for myself.” 

Calvin outgrows its warranty soon, and 

the committee needs to budget for ad-

ditional vehicle maintenance and repair 

expenses starting this year.  

   Management 
The Management Committee has responsibility for church policy and 

procedure development, oversight of office operations (hardware, soft-

ware, telephone, internet, postage), church vehicles, archives, insur-

ance (our biggest budget item) and member communications.  

D 

ream Goal: One of our dream goals is to be able to escrow enough 

money each year so that when Faith needs a second vehicle in the 

future, or when Calvin is retired, a new vehicle is paid for in advance! 

$112,535 
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“The staff at Faith always go the extra 

mile to help our family. It may be finding 

a lost cell phone (Shane, sexton), or help-

ing calm teen drama (Shannon, Director 

of Christian Education for Youth), or just 

spending a week at Montreat with a 

bunch of middle school youth (Tom, Pas-

tor). Whether it has been music, or com-

munity service, or the Pumpkin Patch, the 

activities our three kids have participated 

in have creat-

ed some great 

memories while helping them grow up. What I 

most appreciate is the personal touch -- when 

you ask a question or have a problem with a 

program, it doesn’t seem like you are taking 

Faith staff away from something more im-

portant or they are just too busy to help. They 

have been a real blessing to our family of five.”  

               -- Chris Kinsley, Faith member & elder 

 

 

 

 

 

$806,120 

Personnel 
The Personnel Committee serves as the liaison with all church staff, 

maintains and recommends changes to the Terms of Call for ordained 

positions, oversees development of job descriptions, prepares annual 

evaluations of performance, and proposes compensation packages.  

D 

ream Goal: The Personnel Committee . . .  
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Presbyterian Women (PW) are all-inclusive; all members of Faith who wish to par-
ticipate are welcome and encouraged to be a part of Presbyterian Women. We 
have seven different Circles that meet the second week of each month from Sep-
tember through May. The Circles share in Bible study, prayer, service, and stren-
thening Christian friendships. 

One of PW’s main projects each year is 
Thanksgiving Baskets. All Circles participate 
in collecting food and monetary donations 
to help provide a wonderful Thanksgiving 
meal for families in need in our own com-
munity.  

Suzanne Hopkins says, “I have been very 
involved in the Thanksgiving Baskets mis-
sion for many years and it has become a 
Hopkins family tradition. Every year my hus-
band and children have joined me in deliver-
ing baskets to these sweet families that are 
struggling in ways that my children have 
never had to experience. It is a blessing for the families receiving the gift, but the 
blessings that my family receive in seeing the generosity of this church, the grati-
tude of the recipients, and the recognition of our own good fortune is a beautiful 
thing as well.” 

Presbyterian Women also volunteer our time to help with Vacation Bible School 
and the Pumpkin Patch. We adopt Angel Tree families, prepare Operation Christ-
mas Child boxes, and donate to Manna on Meridian and The Shelter. We financial-
ly support local indigent and underprivileged children, Faith’s missionary families, 
our own Faith seminary students, Thornwell Home for Children, Refuge House, 
Broken Hearts of Florida, Brehon and Faith’s flower fund for the sanctuary.  

$4,445 

Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women are committed to Faith’s mission to Follow the Path of 

Christ. We accomplish this through Bible study, prayer, and support of local 

and worldwide missions that benefit women and children.  

D 

ream Goal: We would love to have increased funds to be able to 

offer greater support for local and international missions and to 

offer a larger scholarship fund for our Faith seminary students. 
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Preschool  

Children are surrounded by technology in 
their home, school and community. Most 
vehicles now offer DVD players, complete 
with games and hand controllers for young 
children to enjoy while being transported 
back and forth to school or elsewhere. At 
Faith Preschool, our young children use 
technology and computers to create art, 
music, math and problem solving, to express 
language through drama, art and literature, 
and to play educational games that connect them with off-screen learning and 
play. With careful planning and consistent budgeting for updated computer 
equipment and resources, the preschool curriculum can continue to offer new 
and rewarding technological experiences for the students.  

The preschool ministry fosters and encourages 
a love of learning through continuing education 
opportunities among the teachers and staff. 
The teacher enrichments and NAEYC accredita-
tion conferences that are included in the budg-
et offer experiences and teachable moments 
that the staff bring back to their classroom and 
students. The knowledge and hands on experi-
ences gained through continuing education 

inspires a passion for teaching and learning in partnership with our parents and 
children and helps to build a foundation of learning that lasts a lifetime.  
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“I went on a mission trip to Malawi with Faith Presbyterian Church in 2003. I 

was 16 at the time and about to start my junior year of high school. We helped 

build a facility for feeding orphaned children in a small village and we worked 

with the children in Bible School. I was really struck by the poverty I saw, the 

people’s strong faith, and the many things that could be done to improve their 

quality of life. Faith Presbyterian had already donated money to fund wells, and 

the Malawians showed us the wells and the irrigation system they had devel-

oped to grow crops to feed the village. I felt compelled to find a way to give back 

myself, and I thought about the doctor we met who lived in the village. He saw 

many patients daily that desperately needed his care. I had always been inter-

ested in going into medicine, but this experience in Malawi gave me the drive I 

needed to fully commit to it. The pathway to becoming and developing as a phy-

sician has been challenging, but I have 

had the con- stant reminder of the 

people in Mala- wi to push me forward. I 

am currently in my residency, and I hope 

to eventually have an academic posi-

tion that would allow me to play a role 

in education of medical students and 

residents in countries like Malawi. I 

am very appre- ciate to Faith Presbyteri-

an Church and the Witness Committee for the experience in Malawi that helped 

me realize how I can best serve others.”  -- Darden Carroll Swords, Faith member 

 

 

 

$51,075 

       Witness 
The Witness Committee develops and oversees the congregation’s in-

volvement in global missions and related concerns such as intergen-

erational mission work trips. 
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There are two Sacraments in the Presbyterian Church: Baptism and Holy Commun-

ion. Our church celebrates Holy Com-

munion approximately 16 times a 

year, including the first Sunday of 

each month. 

There are members of our congrega-

tion who are physically unable to 

come to church to receive Holy Com-

munion. Often these congregants are 

elderly and have an increasingly lim-

ited and diminishing relationship with others and with their church. We want them 

to know of our continuing love and for them to share in the love of Christ. Thus, 

this year we started The Furthest Pew. This ministry is an extension of the Lord’s 

Supper offered within the sanctuary on the first Sunday of each month. Pairs of 

elders and deacons follow the procession out of the sanctuary and go to those 

members who wish to receive Holy Communion in their home or the residence 

where they are staying. It is rewarding to those who give the Sacrament as well as 

those who receive it. So far, 15 people have received Holy Communion this way, 

served by 17 elders and deacons. The expression of gratitude for the remem-

brance, the friendship and the extension of Holy Communion from their church 

has met with universal and heartfelt appreciation.  

Mary Jane Thurston, who is now at Westminster Oaks, said of this ministry, “It 

gives me great pleasure to have someone come to me for something so important 

to me.” 

 
continued  

Worship & Music 
The Worship & Music Committee provides oversight  to worship  

services, sacraments and the music ministry. 
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Dan Dobbins, whose mother, Christine Dob-

bins, is also at Westminster Oaks, said, “It’s a 

very special ministry and I am deeply grateful 

to our Eucharistic Ministers for their service on 

behalf of God’s kingdom.”  

 

 

 

 

 

D 

ream Goal: We are always looking for ways to enrich and broaden the 

worship experience for our members. In congregational worship, we 

would like to incorporate more guest vocalists, instrumentalists, artists and 

speakers. To accomplish this goal, we estimate a need for an additional 

$2,600. Whether we are celebrating the imminent birth of Christ on Christ-

mas Eve, rejoicing in our Risen Lord on Easter morning, visiting with shut-

ins, or gathering for any other service, our worship makes possible a power-

ful encounter with our Risen Lord. 
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“My son, Matt (16), has battled a serious illness for more than two years. He is 
currently in remission and doing very well. Praise God!  

During our journey, the Faith youth group was a tremendous blessing in providing 
love and support through the most difficult time in our lives. I honestly don’t know 
how either of us would have made it  through without our church family, but es-
pecially the Faith youth group and Shannon Guse. Matt missed most of his fresh-
man and sophomore years of high school and was on hospital homebound. Earlier 
this year, we moved to Boston for a month of treatment.  

The prayers, love, support and 
encourage- ment from Shan-
non along with the Faith 
youth and their familiies 
carried us through tests, 
diagnosis, treatment, and 
hospitaliza- tions. Shannon 
and the kids were always 
providing constant assur-
ance of God’s love through 
those dark days. They gave 
us hope for better times to 
come. Other than medical 
appoint- ments, some-
times the only time Matt left the house was to go to youth group on Sunday 
nights, although it was an incredible challenge for him battling debilitating pain. 
The Faith youth group helped keep him going, gave him hope and provided the 
encouragement he needed to stay strong in his faith. Words cannot express our 
gratitude and thankfulness for Faith youth, leaders, and Shannon Guse!”                                   
-- Gena & Matt Sanford, Faith members 

 

 

continued  

$11,500 

Youth & Families 
The Youth & Families Committee plans, implements, and evaluates 

youth (grades 6-12) education and fellowship programs as well as spe-

cial events such as Pumpkin Patch and Montreat Youth Conference. 
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Pat Farrell has chaperoned students@faith mission 
trips for the past three years in a row. The youth al-
ways ask him (jokingly and with love/adoration) why he 
keeps coming back. Here’s what he had to say:  

“Why do I chaperone youth mission trips? I believe Je-
sus instructs us to be servants. In particular, He in-
structs us to do so to the ‘least of these.’ Matthew 
25:40. I chaperone to share that aspect of my faith with 
the youth because I believe you can’t ‘talk the talk’ 
without ‘walking the 
walk.’” 

Jake Kile, a 10th grader, 
explains what it is about Faith that keeps him coming: 

“I participate at Faith because it gives me direction. 
Whether volunteering or just having a simple discus-
sion, I always feel that I come away bettering my life as 
well as the lives around me. Making a difference is im-
portant to me, and I thoroughly enjoy seeing the world 
become a better place through each act of God carried 
out through God’s people. I volunteer because I want 
to be a part of the change.”  
 

D 

ream Goal: The Youth & Families Committee would like to 1) restore 

the youth budget to the 2005 amount of approximately $18,000 

(increase of $7000); and 2) purchase a second bus to accommodate the 

large increase in youth attending trips (approximately $60,000).  
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Total 2014 Budget: $1,241,430 

*Note that all budget amounts in this publication are 2014 figures* 

Summary of Dream Goals 
 

Adults & Families 
The Adults & Families Committee dreams of improving the furniture and fixtures 
of our adult classrooms, particularly Room 210, in order to make these rooms 
more comfortable and functional. We believe that a more adult-oriented learning 
space will foster better discussion and more interaction than the current setup. 

 

Buildings & Grounds 
The Buildings & Grounds Committee would like to upgrade the security system at 
the church and make various repairs and improvements throughout the proper-
ty. 

 

Children & Families 
Ministries like Vacation Bible School, the summer lunch and learn for parents, 
and more were greatly enhanced by the presence of a summer intern this year. 
Additionally, our congregation is helping train the next generation of Christian 
Educators through this program. Children & Families dreams of having a perma-
nent Christian Education Summer Intern built into the budget in the coming year. 
This would mean a $3,391 increase to the budget. 

 

Deacons 
The deacons would like to expand and improve the Fellowship Hall kitchen to 
better serve Faith members and the community.  

 

Evangelism 
Our dream goal for the coming year is to explore ways to increase membership at 
Faith; create a more inviting welcome area for visitors; improve signage to make 
our buildings more user-friendly; and to explore the best modes of communica-
tion to attract people of all ages to Faith.  This would mean a budget increase of  
$2,000. 

 

Management 
One of our dream goals is to be able to escrow enough money each year so that 
when Faith needs a second vehicle in the future, or when Calvin is retired, a new 
vehicle is paid for in advance! 
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Total 2014 Budget: $1,241,430 
*Note that all budget amounts in this publication are 2014 figures* 

Summary of Dream Goals (cont’d) 
 

Personnel 
The Personnel Committee 

 

Presbyterian Women 
We would love to have increased funds to be able to offer greater support for 
local and international missions and to offer a larger scholarship fund for our 
Faith seminary students. 

 

Preschool  
Updated technology =  $12,000 to $20,000 
Continuing Education = $6,500 

 

Witness 
To honor Faith’s charter commitment to give 50% to missions. 

 

Worship & Music 
We are always looking for ways to enrich and broaden the worship experience 
for our members. In congregational worship, we would like to incorporate 
more guest vocalists, instrumentalists, artists and speakers. To accomplish this 
goal, we estimate a need for an additional $2,600. Whether we are celebrating 
the imminent birth of Christ on Christmas Eve, rejoicing in our Risen Lord on 
Easter morning, visiting with shut-ins, or gathering for any other service, our 
worship makes possible a powerful encounter with our Risen Lord. 

 

Youth & Families 
The Youth & Families Committee would like to 1) restore the youth budget to 
the 2005 amount of approximately $18,000 (increase of $7000); and 2) pur-
chase a second bus to accommodate the large increase in youth attending trips 
(approximatedly $60,000).  
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